BRAZIL                                                591
THE GUIANA COLONIES
The Guiana Colonies lie upon the north-east slope of the Guiana
Highland.   Along the seaboard of British and Dutch Guiana,
there is a low-lying coastal plain, which is subject to flooding, but
parts of which have been embanked and converted into good
agricultural land.   The lower slopes of the Highland are covered
by dense forests, which in the interior give place to savannas.   The
whole region is yet in a very undeveloped condition.   British
Guiana, which has a mixed population of about 330,000, grows
sugar and rice; balata is obtained from forests, and gold and dia-
monds are found.   The chief crops of Dutch Guiana are somewhat
similar, but include cocoa and coffee; gold is also obtained.   In
French Guiana gold is the main object of economic activity.